DECIDES TCI CHASE TO THE  WEST INDIES           OWS
in command of the Mediterranean squadron, absigning to that 84*rvice half a dozen frigates and double that number of nmallur
cruisers, and had transferred to him all station papers necus-* Bary for his guidance, —a promptness of decision which sulll-etc*iitly shows one of the chief secrets of his greatness. " I f I fail," said ho to Dr. Scott, ** if thi*y are not gone to the West Indies, 1 shall bo blamed: to I« burnt in efligy or Westminster Abbey is my alternative." Evidently he was not unmindful of the fktklti breath of popular favor, whose flue-tuatitms Kadstock was noting. Dr. Scott, who witnessed, his c'hief'n btmriitg at this tirnt*, always considered that he nover 0xliibitetl greater magnanimity than in this resolution, which Jurien do la CJruvifere aim* has called on« of his finest in-Hpirations.
(Irimt, indeed,         his promptitud<% alike in decision and in
act; but lie wan no less great in his   delays,  in t,h«* curb be
placed on  his natural   impetuohit-y.    »*<i*id  nnly known, my
dear t'ri»'n«l,M he \vntteat tltiM tiiftnient to  Davisun, "wlmfc I
have i4iiflVri»il by »iot getting at tti« «rn»i»»y*» fti»H;f> btit, in itll
IIIH Uii|utit*ti<v, Im would n*il           uti                                mtlit
Ii«                                                        of fttrthor «ti!iglit«*tiiiiiniL
41                                 pitittttetf/* IIP           *4         do Hindi |f> btit
ItiHtiiJ mil                tint cittt* friitii Itm othttr, tit ili*t*il or iit wuriL
<]it*tHtiiii|n»i*tit>it         in him m marked a trait in unlor*    ** I
In              ttt»|H%M Iwi wrota tii« Atlmimliy, **thafc             <»f
Hir flciliti (Irtio'M               wtniltl          arrivtul utUihraltar, from
tlio ili*»f!i»iitt<«n i»f lh« i»iit*iiiyf from whom  I tdtouid
ilt*rivcil itiformattMU of ih« route tint intemy had takcti,
but iiotti* ktil urrtvefl."    Up If* April JWth nothing liiul IM^II
of tl«»iti lit Liskiti*    ** I iiiii now piinliinic tiff Oi|w* Hi,
Vitiiviilt                          U the stjititiii to whtch Hit* tlotiti i>nt«
tiavc* fltrocted lii» i'l'igiiti^i tu tvttirti  from                   Ifm
rt«tl#* tif tip* **iit4tii)**    It" twiiiiifig in tnwi!            I          jtnili'
llw                 winch lint            niirt irtit*f thut their
in Urn                                in                   think it my
to              UiPitt."   •• I am st*              in tint           uw «*v«r/f
1m              on tlwi                                7tl», In Ni*f«*!ii»f i»ii« «*f ilt«
« If   I                           1             |iiettf»mt   t«   ll*«
Ttiii                                    tor              forty-eight l«itirnf when